“Members Hidden Gems”

Mike Fay

During my two years National
Service in the mid-fifties |
represented my Unit at the
Royal Tournament London as
part of the Army’s Jeep Display
Team. This entailed driving a
converted Land Rover
remotely from inside a large
box it was towing.

Six teams from Army bases around the world competed two at a
time in the Arena.

At the starting signal we would jump out of the box and assemble a
stripped-down version of a Willy’s Jeep, then drive it to the finish
line. Penalty minutes would be added to the time for any tools left
or slack nuts. Our team could achieve this in around 4 minutes.
When we performed in front of an audience, we wore white
overalls.

At the end of the Tournament we
won the Challenge Cup which was
presented by Queen Elizabeth 2.

We celebrated the next day by
driving around Aldershot whilst
sitting in the back of the Land
Rover. Police were not amused!ll
Hazel was in the audience.
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