“Members Hidden Gems”

David Marshall

Many moons ago when my son was about five years old, we lived in Lymington and
bordering the back garden of our house was a six feet high copper beech hedge.

On the day | decided to give it an annual trim, my son had several of his friend’s round to
play. When | had completed the hedge cutting, | loaded the cuttings
into the boot of my Ford Cortina and prepared to travel to the local
tip which involved a short run out of our estate and then a winding
‘D’ rated road near to the Lymington marshes.

1 As | was about to leave, | was confronted by my son and his friends
who W|shed to come with me. Well, they could not all fitinto the car, so my son said that
he wanted to travel in the boot and there he was surrounded by hedge cuttings and his
head just poking up by the rear wing.

Off we went and low and behold as we approached our destination on this minor ‘D’ road

what should be coming towards us but a police car! We carried gamely on but as we were
unloading the rubbish, | saw out of the corner of my eye the police car returning.

The outcome being a charge for driving without due care for my passenger.

When the day of the court hearing arrived, | was tipped off it is always better to appear in
person rather than send a guilty letter. At the court when my name was called; to my
consternation who should be sitting on the bench but my son’s teacher!! She immediately
said she knew the defendant and left the court.

1 was charged and fined about £3 but remember it was a long time ago.

As a family we kept the incident to ourselves, but a couple of days later my neighbour, who
had just bought a new car, was travelling home listening to Radio Solent when the story
was told as a ‘News Item’.

But that was not the end of the story. Next day in the Evening Echo in the middle pages
was a headline “BOY IN BOOT OF CAR”!
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