“Members Hidden Gems”

Richard Porter

During our 5 year stay in Mallorca we met a local politician, Kate, born in
Scotland, divorced from a Dutch gentleman and
taken up Spanish nationality and had lived, with
her new husband, in Mallorca for several years.
She had been elected to the local council and had
a brief to look after the European residents in the
municipality of Calvia.

Myself Rosa Estares Kate
(MEP Balerics)

Having a fascination in politics we formed a
group, Europeos por Espania, to represent all
foreign residents in Mallorca. This we used as
the vehicle to promote Kate as a candidate under the banner of the Partido
Popular (S panish right-wing conservative). The next local election campaign
we managed to run a very efficient campaign. The result was to obtain for our
candidate the role of deputy mayor. Not insignificant in Mallorca since this
position carried with it the power to conduct marriages.

Following the local elections, we then concentrated on the Balearic
Parliament. A lot of time was spent meeting local politicians to promote our
candidate which was successful in her being selected. She was duly elected as
a Member of Parliament in the region of the Islas Baleares. She was the first
non-Spanish born member of an autonomous government in Spain.

During our stay I had the opportunity of meeting a variety of politicians on
the island many of whom are now spending time in the Palma Hilton (Local
prison) I would hasten to say that this was not the reason for us coming home!
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