“Members Hidden Gems”

Richard Smith

A few years ago (well, more than a ‘few’ actually) | was at that stage in life
where | felt a little lost, | needed to test myself. | saw an article in the ‘Echo’
about The Spreadeagles Parachute Club. Run by Steve Scott the club was based at an old
WW?2 airfield at Tarrant Keyneston near Blandford.

With some trepidation | attended a training session where we were given a lecture or two on
what to do when jumping out of an aeroplane, followed by what
to do when arriving back on terra firma. Basically, on leaving the
aircraft one adopts a ‘star’ shape and shouts ‘One thousand and
one, one thousand and two’ and so on, your parachute should
open by ‘one thousand and three’. On landing, you should roll
with your legs together and knees bent (this was practiced by
jumping off tables onto a mat!).

The following week was the real thing. Kitted out in helmets and
baggy ‘flying’ onesies we boarded a small Cessna and took off.
We were using a ‘static line’ so wouldn’t pull a ripcord. At just
over 13,000 feet we were ushered, one by one to the doorway and told “Go!”

It was amazing. The star shape is very stabilizing and the upward ‘tug’ when the parachute
opens is quite exhilarating. Then it’s a silent float down to earth using the toggles to steer to
the drop zone.

Afterwards, shaking with adrenalin and grinning like an idiot | just wanted to do it all over
again.

In the following months | managed 2 more jumps before work took me out of the area.

| have drawn and painted throughout my
life, trying my hand at many subjects in
mediums such as acrylic and watercolour.
| have attended many local Craft Fairs
selling several landscapes and seascapes.

Not long after moving to our current
house, we decided to ‘re-model’ our
bathroom. One wall, cried out for a mural,
now we are redecorating so sadly the
mural has to go ...
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