“Members Hidden Gems”

David Sutcliffe

Prior to early retirement in 2004 while living in Winchester at the time, | read an
article in the Hampshire Chronicle that the Council wanted more guides to
promote the history of the medieval Capital of England. | thought this would be
ideal to keep the grey matterin tune and keep me active.

My application was successful, and an interview followed where my suitability for
the role was put to the test. | was subsequently enrolled (with other candidates)
on a weekly one-day course at the University of Winchester run over 9 months,
which was to be the first step in becoming a Green Badge Guide.

The course was daunting as the lectures covered a wide range of subjects, some
that seemed unrelated to guiding, nevertheless all good background stuff. Much
of the tuition was your responsibility to read history and reference books at the
library, supplemented by a CD provided by the Institute of Guiding (ITG). We
then sat an examination paper with random 100 questions.

~| Having passed, we then started field work under the guidance
meenecns s of qualified guides to familiar ourselves with historical facts,
ol guiding walks and locations, including the Cathedral with its
own extensive history. A practical examination then followed,
where ITG examiners tested our ability to guide effectively,
with enthusiasm, passion, and occasional humour. The
ST examination coincided with the day of the Hat Fair (5th July)
and finding it a challenge to be heard, competing with street

entertainers and large crowds. ‘r"“\, %

In September 2005 | was awarded my Certificate of Tourist Guiding and badges
by the Mayor of Winchester. And so, | started taking groups of visitors to key
sites, such as the ruins of Wolvesey Castle, the Westgate. On Halloween we
enjoyed doing ghost walks regaling dastardly tales of by-gone times in suitable
dress costumes! These walks proved very popular and lucrative.

It was enjoyable being able to meet visitors from all walks of life, especially those
from many places in the world. Helen and | decided in 2010 to move to
Christchurch and therefore my days as a guide drew to a close.
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