John

“Members Hidden Gems”

Many members already know that | spent twenty happy years in South Africa.
What nobody knows is that | spent two nights in a South African Jail without committing a crime.
Whilst in S.A. my stepson opted to his National Service in the Police Force as opposed to the S.A. army.
During this time, he introduced his younger sister to one of his colleagues and they ultimately decided to
marry.

4 The guys at the Police Station thought Malcoim needed a decent Stag do and
4% as the father of the bride to be, | was invited along.
8 Everything was organised to the ‘nth degree and | was told to appear at a
certain car park where a coach would pick everybody up and take us to the
location for the weekend. For an upfront fee we were told all food, drink and
entertainment would be provided.
The party consisted of most of the police force at Umbillo Police Station in Durban together with most of

the members of Malcoim’s Rugby Club. ‘What could possibly go wrong?

e

The coach was duly loaded with several crates of Castle Lager, but | didn't see any food at this point.
Having complete faith in the organisers the coach duly set off on the road to Pietermaritzburg, a provincial
town in the Natal Midlands. Several cans of Castle were consumed on the way and no one was particularly
noticing or caring where we were going. The coach suddenly turned on to a country lane and ended up at
the gates of an Open Prison.

The gate swung open and the coach proceeded inside, and the gate swung closed behind us.

Apparently, this was our destination for the weekend. The guys at the Police Station had a word with their
colleagues in the Prison Service and hence the weekend was arranged. We stayed in the guest wing in very
acceptable accommodation and had the use of the warders’ mess bar where the beer was so cheap, we
didn’t bother to drink the supplies we brought with us which was on a sale or return contract from the

local Shebeen in Durban. The bar had a large screen T.V. and an intemational Rugby match was on
featuring The Springboks and a Northern Hemisphere country, so this was obviously required viewing.

The staff at the mess laid on a Braai (BBQ) for all of us at no cost other than to buy them a few beers.
Naturally the Springboks won so celebrations carried on into the night and eventually all retired to bed.
Following morning we were all treated to a full English breakfast, yes, they call it that in South Africa
followed by a football match between those sober enough to stand up and the inmates (clients) of the
prison which they won by a handsome margin. To be fair the prison was more like a large mixed farm
where the Clients were trained with skills, they could find useful on their release.

The second night was similar to the first with good food, cheap drink and sport onthe T.V.

And so, it was that | spent two nights in Jail without committing any cime.

Everyone agreed it was a very memorable Stag do and a vote of thanks was given on the way back to
Durban to the organisers. The following Night | was asked what | did for the weekend and the members
refused to believe that I'd spent the weekend locked up. John Joined Probus August 2016



