“Members Hidden Gems”’

Graham Newton

A few years ago, | realised that my job was very word
focussed — written words in sermons, articles and of
course a considerable postbag every day spoken words in
worship, running a busy parish, counselling and pastoral
. care. Inits own way that was creative stuff but very little
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- that lasted. | wanted to be creative for its own sake. |
tried to write poetry, but it was still words and was
" no more than doggerel.
Then | decided to give wood
carving a try. Straight away | knew it was for me —, watching
something emerge by my hand from a lump of wood, the
warm smoothness of a finished piece, the intricacy of the grain
patterns as varnish or polish reveal them, but above all the
opportunity to retrieve mistakes by going a little deeper and |
needed that help often! Ever since |
began, | have attended evening classes
armed with a mallet and several chisels
and gouges.
Three of my carvings are in churches in
Bedfordshire and one in a convent in
Derbyshire the rest are either in our or our children’s houses. |am
‘ currently near the end of an 18" statuette of St Francis of Assisi
(Another of my interests is my membership of the Anglican
| Franciscans - no, | am not a friar in disguise! But that, as a friend of

mine often says, “is another story”).
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