
 

 

Theatre Groups: -  

The Burley Players 

The New Forest Players 

 

Venues: - 

Forest Art Centre, New Milton, BH25 6DS 

Burley Village Hall, Burley, Pound Lane, BH24 4EB 

Ballard School, Fernhill Lane, New Milton, BH25 5SU 

 

 

 

 



 

Theatre Shows 

Talking Heads- Alan Bennett 

Pack of Lies – Hugh Whitemore 

Bedroom Farce – Alan Ayckbourn 

Inspector Drake and the Perfekt Crime – David Tristran 

Waiting for God – Michael Aitkens  



 

 

What's it about? 

Following the success of our production of “ART” at the Forest Arts Centre last February we have 

decided to return again. This time it is the turn of our actresses to impress with three performances from 

the famous Talking Heads series – A Lady of Letters, (originally played by Patricia Routledge), A Cream 

Cracker Under the Stairs, (originally played by Thora Hird) and Her Big Chance (originally played by Julie 

Walters). Collectively they cover slices of life we all recognise, there’s plenty of humour and a little 

pathos. Bennett really gets under the skin of his characters and audiences know and love his work. 

 



 

Cast 

Irene – Lotte Fletcher_Jonk 

Doris – Wendy Beaumont 

Lesley – Rachel Mackay 

Crew 

Production Design – David Ward 

Stage Manager – David Luker 

Set Build – David Ward, Richard Ward 

Lighting & Sound Design – Simon Hanney 

Technical Operations – Alice Evans 

Show Photographer – Sarah Haberfield 

Box Office – Forest Arts Centre 

There is a gallery further down the page with 12 photos of the show. To see the complete set of photos 

please click here: 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/AbfdRVGxbor8Abxp6 

Many thanks to Paul and Sue Berkeley AFIAP, ARPS, CPAGB for all the wonderful photos 

The Cast & Crew 

Cast 

Miss Ruddock (Lady of Letter) – Lotte Fletcher-Jonk 

Doris (A Cream Cracker Under the Settee) – Wendy Beaumont 

Lesley (Her Big Chance) – Rachel Mackay 

Crew 

Set Design – David Ward 

Stage Manager – David Luker 

Lighting design – Simon Hanney 

Review of the Show 

Talking Heads by Alan Bennett is a highly acclaimed collection of monologues that was first aired on BBC 

television in 1988 and later followed by a second series in 1998. It has since been adapted for stage and 

print, cementing its reputation as a modern classic in British drama. There are three monologues 

performed here. ‘A Lady of Letters’ – A lonely spinster’s obsessive letter-writing lands her in unexpected 

trouble. ‘A Cream Cracker Under the Settee’– A elderly widow finds solace from her unfulfilling marriage 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/AbfdRVGxbor8Abxp6


and finally ‘Her Big Chance’ – An actress reflects on her career, unaware of the exploitation she has 

endured. 

We begin with ‘‘A Lady of Letters’ and Lotte Fletcher-Jonk is superb as Irene Ruddock’s one-woman 

Neighbourhood Watch scheme, that somehow gets out of hand. It’s not the observations of her 

neighbours that get her into trouble; it’s the bombardment of letters that she sends to the authorities 

that get ridiculously unruly. 

The monologue concludes with a wonderfully farcical ending where the audience was almost relieved for 

her! Lotte really took the audience on a love/hate relationship throughout. How best to describe Irene. 

These pieces were written in the eighties, but if it was written today, Irene would probably be an internet 

troll. Fabulously portrayed. 

Wendy Beaumont was faultless in the script for ‘A Cream Cracker Under the Settee’, and really embodied 

the role of ‘Doris’ who suffers a fall after trying to clear up after her not-so-thorough home help, Zulema. 

Alone and injured, she wonders whether the only place left for her in society is a care home which she 

distrusts. It is a poignant tale, which makes you really feel for Doris. 

What I loved was that her movement is greatly restricted which makes Wendy’s performance even more 

impressive and completely convincing. There is a small amount of time to reflect on Bennett’s writing, 

which only dates because of the lack of digital references, the story of mental health and loneliness is 

still as fresh today as it was when it was written back in the late 1980s. 

After the interval, the audience was treated to ‘Her Big Chance’ a piece made famous by Julie Walters in 

the original television adaptation and more recently by Jodie Comer. In this production, Rachel Mackay 

brought her own engaging interpretation of Lesley, the aspiring actress. After a series of unpromising 

extra roles on TV programmes such as Crossroads, she finds what she believes to be her big break as the 

adventurous ‘Travis’ in a new film for the West German market. 

It is not clear to what extent Lesley understands quite what sort of film she is appearing in…the clues are 

in what is unsaid. Rachel delivers her character’s story in a completely compelling way, convincingly 

portraying Travis’s blindness to the sinister undertones of the narrative, as well as the self-delusions and 

gullibility. 

It’s the opposite of confessional “reality” TV and this was especially so in this performance. Rachel 

clarified the scene, but the audience joined up the dots as to what was going on – costume changes 

added to the characterisation of what again, was a terrific performance. 

At this point, acknowledgement must be paid to the director and her team. Janet Courtice let this 

production breathe. This play could have ended up as some northern parody but instead this was well 

disciplined and has allowed the actors to make each role their own. With impeccable timing and a keen 

understanding of Bennett’s signature wit and melancholy, they ensured every word resonated. A 

masterclass in storytelling, this production was a triumph for both cast and audiences.  

Jade Morrell – Scene 1+ 



20th February 2025 – Alan Bennetts Talking Heads 7.30pm 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Unfortunately Graham Newton had a health issue and wasn’t able to attend along with Angela. 

Please find a review attached published in The New Milton Advertiser, supplied by Robin. 

 

 

 

Attendance of 6 people. 

 



 

What's it about? 

The Jacksons are a nice middle aged English couple. Their best friends are their Canadian neighbours, 

the Krogers. 

All is blissful in their world until a detective from Scotland Yard asks to use their house as an 

observation station to try and foil a Soviet spy ring operating in the area. 

The Jacksons become more and more put out as Scotland Yard’s demands on them increase. 

They are really put to the test when the detective reveals that the spies are the Krogers and he asks 

them to help set a trap. Should they betray their friends? 

The Cast & Crew 



Cast 

Bob – Paul Berry 

Barbara – Judy Anders 

Julie – Maddie Beard 

Helen – Dawn Cresswell 

Peter – David Luker 

Stewart – Julie Lax 

Thelma – Tina Fagan 

Crew 

Stage Manager – Katie Kelly 

Design and all things technical – Ben Sandford 

Prompt – Bee Neil 

 

 

Review of the Show 

Pack of Lies is an intriguing drama of deception and high stakes espionage; and asks the question: 

“How well do you really know your friends?” It has all the trademarks of a George Smiley or James 

Bond spy thriller, but it is in fact a rendering of actual events that took place in England between 1953 

and 1961 – referred to as ‘The Portland Spy ring’. This was one of the most significant foreign 

undercover operations in Cold War Britain and involved a number of individuals who obtained secret 

research documents from the Admiralty Underwater Weapons Establishment in Portland, Dorset, and 

passed them on to the Soviet Union. 

The Play, written by Hugh Whitemore, started out life in 1971 under the title of Act of Betrayal, an 

episode of the BBC Play of the Month series. In 1983 it became a very successful West End stage play 

as Pack of Lies, starring Judi Dench and her husband Michael Williams. Its London success was 

repeated on Broadway, and it was subsequently adapted for American TV. 

The script is slow moving, but it is gripping from the opening lines right through to the emotional 

ending. Clearly, it’s a play with some pedigree; and fortunately for us, it is now the latest production of 

the New Forest Players! 

Set in the mundane middle-class suburbs of London, unremarkable Bob and Barbara Jackson are living 

happily with their teenage daughter Julie, blissfully unaware that their ‘Canadian’ neighbours and best 

friends Peter and Helen Kroger are active Soviet spies. The family’s world is turned upside down when 

they are approached by Joan Stewart, a haughty senior Civil Servant, who pressurises them into 

allowing their house to be used as an observation post to monitor a Soviet spy cell operating in the 

area. As events unfold, it is revealed the prime persons of interest include Peter and Helen, which 



naturally Bob and Barbara cannot believe. Barbara is badly affected by this revelation and finds it hard 

to come to terms with Peter and Helen’s duplicity and her own treachery in their downfall. 

Judy Anders, as Barbara Jackson and Dawn Cresswell, as Helen Kroger, appear natural and completely 

at ease playing their parts. Judy Anders is just perfect and utterly convincing in her part as her 

character changes from a contented housewife in the beginning to someone on the verge of a nervous 

breakdown by the end of the play. Dawn Creswell is vivacious and gregarious as Aunty Helen, and her 

interpretation of this role provides an excellent counterpart to that of mousey Barbara. Her North 

American accent for the part is pretty good too. 

Paul Berry plays the part of understated Bob Jackson, an amenable bloke just getting on with no fuss 

or bother in his life – until Joan Stewart unexpectedly turns up. Paul Berry turns in another fine 

performance to add to his previous successes with NFP. So too does David Luker, playing political 

idealist Peter Kroger. Julie Lax makes her NFP debut playing Joan Stewart, and she acquits herself well 

in what is a very demanding role. Maddie Beard also does well in the role of adolescent Julie Jackson. 

Support is ably provided by Tina Fagan, as Thelma, and Debbie Jettan, as Sally, who are Joan Stewart’s 

on site operatives. 

The NFP production team and Director Lyn Locker have added some nice touches to the presentation 

of this production. The stage is arranged with a kitchen to one side and a living room on the other 

side, and both areas are complete with appropriate period furnishings. What is not expected though is 

the large video screens placed on either side of the stage which are used to show pre-recorded 

monologues by the main characters to provide back-ground information to whet the appetite for each 

scene that follows. This is a commendable technical achievement. As to be expected of NFP, the 

lighting and sound effects are perfectly synchronised with the action on the stage. The appreciative 

audience burst into spontaneous sing-a-longs with the pop music from the era that was played 

between scenes, and the authentic costumes and hair-dos didn’t go unnoticed either. 

This is yet another quality drama from the NFP and there’s still a chance to catch it before the current 

run ends on 12 April. 

Philip & Julie McStraw – Scene1+ 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



To see the complete set of photos please click here: 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/jxjambxg1c3drouGA 

Wednesday 9th April 2025 7.30pm 

Hello James,  

Theatre Interest Group (TIG) 

27 Probus members attended. 29 tickets sold. 

Mike and Margerat Humphey were unable to attend. 

Gaye Gibson was unable to attend but Keith Rutherford used her ticket. 

The evening was a great success. I have had a lot of positive feedback all looking forward to the next 

theatre outing. 

So I think TIG is going forward and will become a permanent feature on the Probus calendar. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Hi Maurice & Sue 

Just to say thank you for organizing the trip to see 'Pack of LIes'  We thought it was great and thoroughly 

enjoyed the company and the play. 

Looking forward to seeing you both on Friday 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Richard & Elizabeth 

Thank you Maurice,for your ,as usual, expert arrangements for the theatre, I thoroughly enjoyed the play 

and thought it one of the best performances I had seen the company do. It was a very nice evening, 

spent with nice people!  Love Kate. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Hi Maurice, 

Many thanks for organising the play which we enjoyed  

Great venue …a real eye opener.  

Our next door neighbour has two boys that go there.  

Cannot image the horrendous cost of that .  I guess you get what you pay for. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/jxjambxg1c3drouGA


Best regards , 

Simon 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Hi Maurice  

I thought the show was very good and enjoyed it hugely.  It was great too to be doing something 

"normal".  Thank you for initiating our Theatre Interest Group. 

I think the venue is good as well. 

All in all, I give it a score of 10 

 Best wishes, thanks again and I look forward to the next outing. 

Graham  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Great, thanks very much 

Chris and Beryl 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thank you Maurice, thoroughly enjoyed it and look forward to the next event. Regards David. 

Sent from my iPad 

David Marshall 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Good Evening Maurice, 

Did not get chance to get to chat to you this evening but many thanks for organising the tickets etc for 

this production . Both myself and Jean enjoyed it and put us down for the next one in July if you are 

planning for this one.  

Best Regards 

John and Jean Davies 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Total of 29 were booked to go. 

27 total attended. 



Mike and Margaret Humphrey were unable to attend (No refund available) 

Mike had a sore back and wouldn’t be able to sit for 2 hours without discomfort. 

Please find a review attached published in The New Milton Advertiser, supplied by Robin. 

Please note the review has the incorrect dates it should be 9th April to 12th April 2025.  

 

 

 

 

Attendance of 29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

 

Bedroom Farce 

• Thu, 3 Jul 2025 19:00 Saturday, 5 Jul 2025 19:00 

Burley Players presents their adaptation of Bedroom Farce by Alan Ayckbourn.  

This hilarious play set in in three bedrooms sees four couples juggle the ups and downs of their rocky 

relationships.  

The play explores themes of marriage, infidelity, and the struggles of communication within 

relationships. 

The core of the story revolves around 4 couples who are all connected in some way, and their individual 

dramas unfold within the confined space of the bedroom.  

Tickets include a supper dinner & dessert:  

• £20 (fish and chips + dessert)  

• £17 (sausage and chips or veggie pie + dessert)  

Performances: 

• 3rd July 2025 7pm 

• 4th July 2025 7pm 

• 5th July 2025 7pm 

 

 

https://www.burleyplayers.com/productions-1/bedroom-farce
https://www.burleyplayers.com/productions-1/bedroom-farce


Dear Maurice & Sue 

Just wanted to say a Big thank you for organising the trip to see Bedroom Farce with Burley Players.  We 

thoroughly enjoyed the evening, the company, the play and the supper.  It's a great idea to combine 

supper with a Play and thought the play was excellent with a terrific cast. 

Richard unfortunately left his water bottle behind, but they found it and we went and retrieved it 

yesterday, so all was well. 

Sadly we can't make the next play, but we look forward to seeing more in the future.  As and when I find 

out more re. the Ringwood players and Easter musical I will let you know. 

Hope to see you both at the Wine Tasting. 

Kind regards 

Eizabeth & Richard 

 

Unfortunately, David Marshall was unable to attend due to a vertigo issue 

 

Please find a review published in The New Milton Advertiser, supplied by Robin. 

 

 



 

 

 

Attendance of 16 

 

 

 



 

 

What's it about? 

When a genius commits a murder, the plan is perfect. But is it foolproof? 

Inspector Drake prepares to face his greatest-ever challenge. Who is the mysterious Doctor Short, and 

did he really marry a warthog? Has he murdered his fourth wife – or did she murder him first? Has he 

really got two daughters called Sabrina, or is one of them telling porkies? Where is Frank, the Taxi 

Driver? What was the Pope doing in the woods? And, perhaps most importantly of all, why is there a 

lamp-post in the living room? 



These are just some of the questions facing the indomitable Drake and his faithful sidekick Sergeant Plod 

in this hilarious farce. 

Armed with a magnifying glass, a banana, and the blind optimism of a man who once tried to arrest his 

own reflection, Drake is determined to crack the case. Clues are chased, suspects are interrogated, and 

no one is safe from Drake’s unique brand of logic. 

Penned by comedy mastermind David Tristram, Inspector Drake and the Perfekt Crime is a whodunnit 

which is more Clouseau than Poirot. A whirlwind of farce, plot twists, and glorious nonsense. If you like 

your detectives clueless, your suspects suspicious, and your laughter frequent, then this is the show for 

you. 

Cast. 

Doctor Short — Adam Ogilvie 

Sergeant Plod – Peter Cutler 

Inspector Drake – Ian Prescott 

Sabrina – Stephanie McMahon 

Miss Short – Victoria Sandford 

Crew. 

Stage Manager – Katie Kelly 

Props & Costumes – Sarah Haberfield, Sue Darcy 

Prompt – Lyn Lockyer 

Set Design – David Ward 

Sound Light – Simon Hanney 

Decor – David Luker 

Set build team – NFP Construction Team led by Richard White & David Ward 

Photography – PDS Theatre Photography 

Box Office Sue Baker and Robin Ede 

Animation – James Moody-Jones 

Thursday 24th July 2025 7.30pm 

 

The evening was a great success. 

Bill and Heather Dempsey were able to join us at the last minute. 

 

 

 



Hi Maurice, 

I sent your message to Alan as requested and also added my and Maggie’s response. 

Alan has replied this afternoon so sending you his message. 

See you Sunday👍. 

Keith 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

On Thu, 24 Jul 2025 at 13:54, Alan Whitty <alanwhitty01@gmail.com> wrote: 

Thank you both  glad you enjoyed it.  

Alan 

On Thu, 24 Jul 2025, 12:58 Keith Puttick, <kputtick1988@gmail.com> wrote: 

Hi Alan,  

Maurice sent the following message to me this morning. 

Maggie and I fully support Maurice’s message as we thoroughly enjoyed the evening. 

Well done👍 

Keith & Maggie 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 

From: Maurice Dowling <mdowling@gmx.com> 

Date: Thu, 24 Jul 2025 at 10:04 

Subject: Inspector Drake 

To: Keith Puttick <kputtick1988@gmail.com> 

Good Morning Keith, 

I don't have Alan Whitty's email. 

Please pass on congratulations from all the Probus members. It was brilliant. 

Kind Regards, 

Maurice Dowling 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

mailto:alanwhitty01@gmail.com
mailto:kputtick1988@gmail.com
mailto:mdowling@gmx.com
mailto:kputtick1988@gmail.com


Hi Maurice,  

Just a quick note to say thank you for your kind words and a massive thank you and your friends for 

being such big supporters of local theatre. I'm glad you all enjoyed it. 

Best wishes 

Alan 

 

 

 

Hello Maurice, 

Enjoyable show last night. The inspector was very good and very audible and the sergeant gets the 

runner up award. Thanks for arranging it all. 

All best, James 

 

 

 

Attendance of 28 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 







 



 



 



To see the complete set of photos please click here: 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/3p67fYyi2HkKYU1k6 
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Waiting for God 

29th October - 1st November 2025 

Ballard School 

story by: Michael Aitkins 

directed by: Len Reid 

 

 



WHAT’S IT ABOUT ? 

 

All the favourite characters from the British sitcom aired on BBC1 from 1990 to 1994 are reimagined for 

this play. 

Facing the challenges that come with growing old gracefully, two spirited residents of Bayview 

Retirement Village, a stuffy senior’s home where stepping out of line is strictly frowned upon. 

Retired photojournalist Diana Trent is often angry, more so now because she’s stuck at Bayview. She has 

little use for anyone except the new resident Tom Ballard, who gleefully cheers Diana on as she goes 

about her undermining ways, to give the conniving manager Harvey Baines and his assistant Jane 

Edwards their comeuppance. 

Add Diana’s niece Sarah Chase a successful and charming business woman and Mary Ballard the 

daughter of Tom who is very dull and has a difficult marriage to a sex mad husband. Plus a dithering 

vicar, a female doctor, a mad organist and a undertaker and this all leads to a hilarious conspiracy with 

unexpected heartwarming results. 

 

The Cast & Crew 

CAST 

Diana Trent – Wendy Howard-Allen 

Tom Ballard – Richard Fereday 

Jane Edwards – Courtney Fereday 

Harvey Baines – Mathew Walker 

Sarah Chase – Laura Soles 

Mary Ballard – Debbie Lucas 

Dennis Sparrow + Basil – Hugh Howard -Allen 

Doctor + Milly + Organist – Katie Kelly 

Undertaker – Neil Hopkins 

CREW 

Director – Len Reid 

Stage Manager – Neil Hopkins 

Prompt – Sue Nicholson 

Lighting and Sound – Colin Bailey with Simon Hanney, Megan Raine and Clare Collins 

Props – Mary Stallwood, Emma Lucas, Liv Stopes, Ruth and James Moody-Jones 

Set Designer – David Ward 

Set Construction Crew Led by David Ward and Richard White. 

Front of House – Wendy Beaumont, David Luker. 

Box Office – Sue Baker and Robin Ede 

Photography – PDS Theatre Photography 

 



Attendance of 32 

 


