
 

 

 

Visit to Durmast House  
Burley,  Hampshire  BH24  4AT 

15th  July 2021  
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This Event was arranged by Maurice Dowling 
 

Attendees:  

2002 Mike Penn (L) 2004 David Marshall 2007 Geoff Wilson 

2009 David Marshall 2013 Chris Taylor 2014 Don Warren 

2015 David Sutcliffe 2016 Graham Newton 2017 Robin Haggett 

2018 Mike Harrold 2019 Ken Heap 2020 Maurice Dowling 
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Coffee & Cake 
 

The Cider Pantry 

Thursday 16th September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 



 

 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 



 



 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thrt6 Tlltll t1all 
 

ThiÅ "'CIJ! lf11eool rg(Jlllil  lÅ a, '"l'TIU"Mlbl,y C!Ol':lpkt-i: 

600 1-J)lfflllldJ i?;IC61'f!llh! of 1Å1 ll'Jr.xl, P6Ml lƴng 6.nd 
Ii""  ll!IOt l ld i!d l\b.1- lliprl l'l'l1' 11'18  fl'affll  l".ldi!if'll i  91,n. 
:o, w(N.'ldtyful lfflpru.iil',on Of lrgMM.N. 

TI:ili room II !it  ,       twliN 0/ 11%? etlllllK!lh -hn ffl.ft.'n0f', 

l:lr,i,ill t I'>-., i1r    Jofm J)opbG,m ond IXl(l;Jpltlf;d i11 lffl. 
tll111 port1'6111 Mnga 1!111 111-t /6.'f' 6' l ihf_ 11. 
flO;gjlOQt.11 Ol'l:. on.srm11l. in.a IÅ lhi:= oall. !obi -.'ltlcli  
hea   bi.'?izn gt'OCW  b\j  mi:,r.n:.i e'l'!g.llÅh      o ha 

lndudlng Cm.rtiu JI In 1005 l!lfta I     lOT'fl.lloo. 
 

l'/S tfmn,,i \1ii l l r'1,?pt111Zdly eotrr11Zd J!!!Djl  kqfflO(Jr 11,, 
J.,rur ec,:.1..i: htt g;mndr oUier 1,,'tl.a en h t:iam1k 

:':!! "::1L;!n :O:l 
1udor "qi::,,ag, 11 n"il  eil'kl J   .. ecc.,. of timi i::il'K.I 
lhd ll"inllf -eilÅ P)I W[l)OO wnh o 1 · tinol, 

J)or1raI1, of two o/ Irr .k)brf1 gr1:indaon1 .eiN; &i&Oan 

d.i1plG.y: OVi;!r  lhe; fll'l?p le.ei? 11 C:01on,z.l ed._,,ei!ld 
Pophl!lrrt &hd tit lbt r 5tl1d.. Colon ! fl l andtr 
PoWOn:i. bolh- oclfVJ in d1 CIVil W.eir. 
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LITILECOT E. 

11 

Thi  Chini  i <Drnwing  'Room 

This !li!lgenl room was built et th!l sem!l tim!l es th!l 

Gr!Z,et   1iell,   but   wes   r!Z,furbish!ld   in   1810   by 

e l izeb!Z,th  b!lyborn!l Popham, n¢!l '(1ndr!Z,W.  It tek!ls 

its nem!l from th!l four lerg!l pen!Z,ls of hend­ 

peinl!ld Chin!ln  wallpep!lr,   which ar!l r!Z,markabl!l 

for th!lir clarity and r!Z,ality of d!Z,tail. 

 
Th!l  magnifie!lnt  doors  ar!l  mahogany  with 

fr!ltwork d!Z,lail r!lP!lElt!ld around th!l pan!liS, along 

th!l dado mil and on th!l window shutt !Z,rs. Th!l 

C!liling has an o\Jal east pl ast!l r Wr!Z,ath dating from 

1899. when Mr \lernon Watn ey, the t!Z,nant at the 

time, commissioned se\J!lrnl  plast!Z,r  works, 

includin g th e bong Gal\iZ-ry ceiling. · 

I 

To th !l right, th!l double doors i!lad to  the 

Orangery. elizabeth had this room built in 1810 to 

r!Z,p\aee a pr e\Ji ou s one. Or igin ally used for 

growing soft fruit, th e Wills family  eonnrt!ld ii in 

1929 to what wa s prob ably the first h!Z,ated indoor 

s  wi  mming poo l in a pri \JEII IZ- h o u se in ;Britain. 'ii l l 

I 
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H U U  WHAT 
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Did you know? 
 

That Littlecote House is the 

third most haunted house in 

Britain? 
 

That there is a curse on the 

house? 
 

That Littlecote is not one 

house, but THREE? 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First Floor 
 
 
 

 
 

"As recently as the I 970's talc was 
mixed by hand at Caley Mill". 

 

' A pre determmed quamit)' 
ollaveodere.sencewasmix«I 
w h u.lc inÅ fflOftar >od 
pe<!le( ..... ,photo).Thiswas 

thenmi,edw,th70lbol 

ukinthemixingdram. 

Thedn.<nwastumedby 

r<>tating1hew-handle 

400timespe,-mix'" 
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THE LITTLECOTE ROMAN VILLA THE EAST RANGE 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
lhi,    u 11n · l111'11 hui!dini:funnedth.-nrninen1rnm·e10 

lh,·, 1lla a 1UI i, lh,· 1111,-1 i111prt·" iHÅ l;ahÅ 101 11r, Jt'I 

found on 1m,     m11 in llr lt uin. rriple ard, , <11p1>urte!1 

1" n h1"H f11mklnl,! ,, 1unnd, llke emranre 111<<111!,e. 

r he l no ,n,.,11 r oon,, on 1h, i:round Ooorrnuld haÅc 

""rumn,o,t:1u·1l1h.-)!:1hĿk1Å"[1Cr',lo1ll,!l'"lldpnssihhÅ 
 

 

proj.-.-1lni: from 1h,· trnn1 and rNtrcomersol !htw 

rr,urn,."lnd11iro,,id,..1bc,trunuralc,idenctfor1he     

rec un,lru"  li,. 11 ufth1·h 11ild  in,i: ' lh,Åa1Ŀr    l u·tt, ,rnl1, 

nould   h1Hr   , up1 1,   ,r  1ed   a  lari:,Å  <"r<1"   hall;m     1h.- fi r, 1 

f1,.url,'Åtl.:1p11r.,,imat I}  411 r..d. in ltni:th h) 2;;r..e1 ill  

"idlh !c. 1,J 7 ,11,Å1r,Ŀ,1.,Ŀ,ttĿ1ullnf!OUI h ) Oll the 

i:rn11111lnu11rroom,. lhi hui1Jln;:coult1ha,r 

funNuu,ed  a,    i:r:.in ,tur1Å n ith h:it,·h,,, in th ,Å nm,r 

 

hui,t, Ill  lih a11d '"""r  a("k, locarhdra"" "I' lw m·" l h. 

\furtlll'rn11l!r,,l'n.,nrn,c,11a<t,c,,ndfloorcouldha.-r        1  

,r,,,      i, lt-,lm!diti ,   11rnl 'l  or'Jl(t" Or ,1,·rnnu 1111d at  io n m, · Å:" 

fur,.<>rkrr,. 

 

 

\ ll :u-h,·d1uth, Å ( ;:11t ll ou,r onit, _,,,, 1i,, i,k , i ., lu n)I. 

narrn" lrn U. ,,lurho   n,h   <", i,l,· 11rt  o f 11   ri ,   ., fp <>Ål · 

pa d, :ihm!,!ll  n·i,n i<le r, l th,·, Åa, t"  a ll. l""  l"ĿÅĿn 

i111,ÅrpnĿt <'tt u,:, ,1:ihhÅ hlod , . Thi, 11;,uhl he 1h,- lo1,1irnl 

l"l'ilu.,,fnr,tKhll f:icllit).adj,,..,n1 ln   lh     maln 

Nllr'JllCC. \\htÅr fa, n.til  , ur ,i,l!on 11,;ml,J 1,,., t ali!!h1c,t 

and !!rn'""'    " ""   l, l ha,  ,· 1akcncan·,,  l  '1h,· 1wr, c, . 

On  t1,., 1wrth,   i,l , Å uftlw  t, 1ll c l l <.>u, ,.1h,·fra  !!U1Cnta r) 

.-.,rna iu, ,,r,,. imilar huildin " ' i,l,·nlifi d.lc:idini,: 

l<l""nl,1h,Årl1cr.      lhi,,1n1("turrhadhcrnulnu"1 

1,,1:1llÅ 411,,rrwda,.a, r..r hulhti nl!nmlc r·ialdu ri n thÅÅ 

tnctlon atlp, .-rlud 

 

l"h La,1 1-l:ini:Å  of  huildini: furnuÅ,J  rh  ,Ån1r 

fa ,11k 1n1lw, illu . l11 1h,·tnrl _1 fu11r1h,·ei,l11r) ii 

"a,rlc,do11,-di111*nnim11r,ssi, t"inÅIO"c d 

l'1llrnt1l"c.llanktll h) <it1J:l stnN!) buildlni:Åon 

1Åi1hr,i,l,Ŀ.Th ,e,11Ŀuct11r1",,u1ililarianin 

functiu11. "ouhl  h:i,, · iÅt'n   a   rand app ar,rncc  to 

tht Åi llo 11hc 11 npprnnchtd   from1hetast.      "ll1c) also 

pro, ided a 11t lr mc11to f,cr 11ri t) :in,Jprivaq    lo lh 

innrrrnur1y11rd andJ::ir<lrns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

YOU A KE Hf.RE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The  Orphic Hall  13 
 

 

 

Littlecote Roman Villa  and Orpheus Mosaic 
HI ST ORY OF DISCOVERY 

T ,:  e r: ::.::b   m 

17"27 when \\-1lham t,c,-.rgc. c tatc: 
,1c-..ardto'-1rhan..,,J>opham. fir.I  

unco,..ercJ lhcOrphcU5 rno11a1,.; 

The 5oc1e1:,of .\n t1<.1u, ,11 cs of 

Right Artist\ 1mpr-e .1ionofllu. 

rm?rs1de hwldmx c·.AD 36(). ]65 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Looor.)n re..:orded the d ts00, erya1 

thc1r mccl rnJ,!Å n Ap r1I 1728.andlhc 

<UIUqu.iryRo(ZerGalcrcferrcdtothc 
m,.,,.1uca, "lhc fincs tr, :n cmc nt 

lha11hc,un c,crshoncupoo Fngland" 

T ;.., :;'d : r t :30 
,    u.lcrcJ dc;;tlO)CJ S l llLC   that tune 

11 "'.l.' n.,d1>.Covcrcd ,n 19 77 and fully  

re torcdrn 19 711-8 0 When fi rst q,e ned 
m \7271he   n      1c -..as ma very fint 

<;1-"tcof    prcscr.'lll\Pll, a!o d<:;.cnbc d 

by W1lham Cirorb '\",i11d 11lus1raltd 

bv(ii:."Of11cVcrtu..: lkforc,b 

ret>unal u haJ clea rly  becnc,pcw,td 
tu  fro,,1ando1hcr,,.ca1hcnng   wh,-.;h 

c, u;.cd se,c rcdamagc. llowcvcr. 

whcnrcd1.co,       ,almo,1halfo1 
the ITlOSIIIL  ha..! un ,n,J 
De«troyedpanchha,cbccnrcplaced 
,n modem \C1Td·COl\a modelled 

on lht c,cc Ucnt colnurcJ engn, m11 
of17lUbyGl-,;,rgc\/crtuc prcs,cr,ed 
w th<:!\shmokao L1brari-JnO,  tonl 

l 1:..."',:" r:::l::: r: .: 11,111 

ofOrphcu, lnanc1cnl rnttholotQ 

o,,,hcu,"a.,bothad1snplcllJXlpncÅI 

utApollvandclÅ1mcdthathu;god 

"as!hcjJ:n:ll!C5iOl!hcÅl1(1Cllllk111cs 

 

n th( fourquaJ r.m1->o flhc mam 
[ 1,:udc art dcp1euom of female 
dc111c>.und,-,ubt:cdlyrepll'"Cllllll8 
tl>cluur'i,casoru.llx:yarcprobahlv 

mtcndcdtubc 

l<,.,,rcPcrscrhonciv.1lhthcgoat) 
Aphrodite \'cnu (v.nhthch,nJ) 

'-cm,:.1>orl...eda.(w1lhthc,-,anthcr) 

Oe tn(wdhlhcbuli) 

 

 

 
 

The Protective Cover was commissioned 
in Jan uary 2000 by Warner Holidays 
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